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PLEASE
CONTINUE
TO PRAY
FOR OUR

MILITARY,

THEIR

FAMILIES,
AND OUR
LEADERS!

V/ /Lo

There Are Only Two Words
That Describe Memorial Day.
“Thank You”

e From the Boardroom
- Birthdays

e Anniversaries
e New Hires

e Family Appeal
e Safety Corner
e Pro-Fab

e Phoenix Pipe
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From the Boardroom...

May 22, 2006
Chopin, LA

Someone came in the office the other day and quoted a
well-worn line from an old movie. All of us in the
office at the time remembered the movie and
recognized the line, and we’ve probably used it
ourselves. Everyone, I suppose, does that from time to
time.

I don’t know what the most quoted movie lines are.
I’m sure someone has compiled a list though and
probably has them ranked them by now. The list is
probably even published on the Internet, if we took the
time to look for it. Maybe I will one day, when I have
time.

I would venture to guess that Clarke Gable’s “Frankly,
my dear...” Clint Eastwood’s “...make my day.” and
Humphrey Bogart’s “Here’s looking at you kid” have
to rank right up there among the most often repeated
movie lines of all time. Another well-used line is from
the Wizard of Oz movie. Dorothy Gales’ exclamation
to her dog “Toto” went something like “Toto, I’ve a
feeling we’re not in Kansas anymore.

You will remember that Dorothy (and Toto) were from
Kansas and were apparently displaced from their home
as a result of a tornado. You could tell visually that
they were in a different place because the film footage
when they were at home in Kansas was all shot in
black and white, while the footage in her imaginary Oz
was all in color.

Dorothy’s comment was a very clear statement upon
the vast differences she had recently encountered.
We’ve all found ourselves in situations we might best
describe, and probably have, as our being “not in
Kansas anymore.”

Situations are different. People are different. We all
know that. And different people have different ideas.
What to one person may seem strange or outlandish,
others may consider normal and quite ordinary. My
Dad used to say this difference in people explains why
ice cream manufacturers provide both strawberry and
vanilla ice cream. People are different, and people
make different choices. Everybody gets to make their

own choices.

I’ve seen several instances lately of what I would term
unusual behavior. Unusual, at least by my standards.
Women with around twenty holes punched all around
the perimeter of their ears, and with those holes filled
with multi-colored studs and earrings, and men with
their pants pulled down to the point of indecency and
with about 4” or so of the tops of their underwear
shining. My mother would not have approved.

This behavior, as a so-called fashion statement, is
normal for those folks I suppose. But, I can’t for the
life of me see how they can bear it. But then, I can’t
even stand it when my hair starts to touch my ears.
It’s just not the way I was raised. But then, not
everyone was raised like I was raised, here in the rural
south with all the rural southern implications.

My father and mother moved our family to rural
Tippah County, Mississippi when I was in the 5"
grade in school. I can still remember our 5t grade
teacher at Pine Grove School, Mrs. Horton who, at
least so it seemed at the time, derived great pleasure
from waving her yardstick around in the air as she
talked. If we students talked on the other hand, she
would just as happily, and very forcefully I might add,
wave the yardstick in another direction entirely, if you
know what I mean.

New school, new friends, new experiences. Some
good, some less so. The best new experience was that
I met Mrs. Trisha in 5™ grade, right there in Mrs.
Horton’s room at Pine Grove. She loved me then, or
says she does. Soon after I arrived at Pine Grove |
recall the gymnasium burned to the ground. We had
to make do without a gym for a long time afterward.

I found people at Pine Grove not that different from
the kids in the other places we had lived previously or
the other schools I had attended. Their parents were
very much like the parents of kids I had known before
as well.

One of the things I remember about Pine Grove was
when telephone service finally made it to our rural
area. We didn’t have a phone at our house, but some
of our friend’s homes were soon equipped.

Everyone was on a party line. Some with four parties,
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some with as many as eight. I don’t know of anyone
who could afford a private line. Our family couldn’t
afford even the party line. And what would we talk
about anyway.

The kids at school even made up a standing joke
about the typical telephone conversation. The
stereotype was that one side of virtually every phone
call followed the exact same pattern. It went
something like this:

1. “Hey.”
2. “How’re ya’ll?”
3. “How’s your garden?”

All the folks we grew up with were of similar
raising. We didn’t all have phones, but we all had
gardens. Mrs. Trisha and [ still try to have a garden
when we can. Right now we have four tomato
plants and four pepper plants that we tend each
evening at our camper in Colfax. We even have
some green tomatoes on the vines right now and can
hardly wait to see them ripen. It’s what we do. It’s
the way we were raised.

When [ was young, I thought everyone in the world
must be about the same. Little did I know then that
folks in different parts of the country, away from
The South, behaved differently. At times their
behavior, to a country boy like me, can only be
termed downright strange and makes me realize that
we all too often find ourselves “not in Kansas
anymore.”

A couple of weeks ago I traveled to Cleveland, Ohio
with Mr. Mark DiCarlo, Vice President of Martco.
We flew to Cleveland in our WACO plane and, after
checking into our motel, drove to a local restaurant
for our evening meal.

As we pulled up in front of the restaurant, we
noticed a group of elderly ladies coming out of the
restaurant with their hands and arms full of coats,
handbags, and those little white Styrofoam plastic
boxes the restaurants give you to take home
whatever is left of your meal.

I happened to walk right by one of the ladies as she
was fumbling in her handbag for her car keys while
juggling all the packages and objects in her arms.
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Remembering my southern raising, |
immediately and as politely as I could ask if
might assist her with her burdens.

She turned to me and gave me one of those looks
and very sarcastically demanded if I had her car
keys. Ireplied, “No ma’am, I don’t have them.
At which she shrugged her shoulders and
grunted “Well!” I got her message. But I also
got the message that I was no longer in the south.
It’s quite clear that sometimes folks just behave
strangely. Even older folks.

But it’s not just the older folks, and it’s not just
in Cleveland. Isaw a young waitress at a
restaurant here in Louisiana just the other day
with some of those extra earrings around her ear.
One particular earring was down inside her ear,
below the second crease. It was about the size of
a pea and kind of grey colored. Looked for all
the world like a blood-filled tick in a dog’s ear.
Strange behavior? Ishould think so. People can
act really strange at times.

Why, Mrs. Trisha and [ were commenting that
fact just the other day as we sat together in our
garden, beside our tomato plants, with a knife in
one hand, two slices of white bread in the other,
and a jar of miracle whip at our feet, waiting for
our green tomatoes to turn ripe.

How’s your garden?

C. Wayne Raobients
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MAY
STEVE DUNGAN 6 YEARS
WILL HEMMINGWAY 9 YEARS
BOBBY HICKMAN 9 YEARS

HAPPY " RTHDAY

JUNE
RUSBEL GARCIA I YEAR

AMBER HOWELL 3 YEARS

WACO BIRTHDAYS
Danny Munford May 02  Genaro Cantu May 27 Hafir Careaga June 22
Ronald Cook May 03  Leon Fluker May 29 Marty Vanholdt June 25
Jerry L. Tyrus May 03  Mrs. Patricia Roberts May 29 John Goff June 26
Jesus Caballeero Jaime May 04 Daniel Cisneros June 27
Ryan Worsham May 06  Joshua Hampton June 04 Fredrick McQuay June 27
Lloyd Caldwell May 11 Mario Cantu June 09 Christopher Coutee  June 28
Steve Dungan May 11 Mack Holden June 14 Michael Laster June 29
Anthony Mathis May 12 Lacomba Jackson June 14
Rigoberto Leal May 16 Ruben Vazquez June 14
Pablo Rico May23  Felipe Jaime June 15
Brad Stevenson May 24 Amber Howell June 17
Brad Hankins May26  David Laird June 21
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Morgan Ashley DeRamus,
daughter of Michael & Mary
DeRamus, placed 4™ in the Miss
Lion ’06 Pagent. Morgan is a Honor
Student, she plays piano, is active in
track, softball, volleyball and loves
writing poetry.

Daniel Giles, a fifth grader at Grenada
Upper Elementary School, received
numerous honors on Award's Day held on
May 22, 2006. He received a Certificate of
Achievement as a Principal's List student for
having an A average in each subject;
nominated as Student of the Year by the
Grenada Exchange Club; awarded the Plant
Science Award through the "Helping Kids
Grow" program and he also received

a Certificate of Participation in the Leap Art
Program - a gifted program that enhances a
child's drawing and art ability. Daniel also
made a superior rating in his Church,
Associational and State Bible Drills. He is
the son of Mark and Pam Giles and he is a
member of Friendship Baptist Church.

Amber Billy

High School Graduate at Sequoyah High School
Daughter of Jonah (Clarence) & Cheryl Billy
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EXTENSION CORD SAFETY
WACO Employees Worked

2,637 Days The color for the month of

May is
. 864,933 Hours . YELLOW
Without a Lost Time Accident

Safety Scorecard
Since our last lost time accident on

August 1, 2005 All extension cords are to be
WACO Employees have safely worked inspected each month. Each
month has a different color
tape. Be sure your extension
293 Days cords are inspected.

211,066 Hours

Your Safety is very important to

"
Remember Safety First!!!! us. Keep up the good work!!!

Christopher Adkins Willie Domingue Mack Holden Jonathan Moore
Santiago Aguilar Jorge Dominguez Lacomba Jackson Alberto Ramirez
Joe Alaniz Sedrick Gordon Jose Jaime Alphonzo Randle
Jerland Anderson Lynne Hall Michael Johnson

James Slaughter
Eliseo Arellano Joshua Harvey Bobby Jones Brad Stevenson
James Bass Ulas Harvey Armando Lopez Affred Sullivan
Eli Aburto Bello Brad Hayden Cresencio Lopez

Jose Vazquez
Larry Burnett Tony Hemphill Leroy Lucas Ruben Vazquez
Darren Campbell Osier Hernandez Jose Mendez .

Alejandro Velazquez
John Coiitee Carl Miller r

Hermilo Villarreal
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7
CELLULAR PHONES

In recent years cellular telephones have become an integral part of both our business and
personal lives. They have replaced bulky mobile radios and walkie-talkies and they have
become smaller and more economical. The cell phone makes it possible for you to
communicate with anyone from almost any location. Added features like voice mail make it
easy to leave messages and receive return calls no matter where you are.

Cell phones are used for many of the communication needs from the jobsite to other
locations. For example, you can check with an architect about plans and specs, call the batch
plant to order concrete, get answers to equipment problems, and even dial 911 in an
emergency.

Along with the convenience of a cell phone comes the responsibility to use it safely. It’s
easy to become distracted by your conversation and cause an accident. If you find it
necessary to use a cell phone while driving or operating equipment, practice common sense
and remember the following tips:

e If possible, pull over and/or stop the equipment.

e  When available, use a hands-free device.

e Position your phone within easy reach.

e Let the person you are talking with know you are driving.

e Suspend the call in heavy traffic, work zones, and during hazardous weather
conditions.

e Do not engage in stressful or emotional conversations that may be distracting.

In certain places the use of cell phones can be extremely dangerous. Most hospitals and
clinics prohibit their use due to possible interference with lifesaving equipment. Using cell
phones on airplanes is also prohibited because they may interfere with guidance instruments.

Check the state and local laws covering the use of cellular phones and their accessories.
Always obey them. The use of these devices may be prohibited or restricted in certain areas.
Finally, if you must use your phone in a public place, remember to talk softly or move to a
location where you won’t bother anyone.

Whether you are in traffic, walking down the street, or working on the jobsite, it’s better to
postpone or end a call than to risk causing an accident.

According to Waco Employee Handbook: The possession and/or use of portable
telephones (cell phones), pagers, personal digital assistants (PDAs), etc. during
scheduled working hours is restricted to only those employees whose job related
duties requires their use, and will be approved only on a case-by-case basis.

N

Remember...Safety First!
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SAFE TODAY, HERE TOMORROW!

Wet Taps

CUSTOM FABRICATION
MUNICIPAL & INDUSTRIAL PIPING AND

SUPPLIES

|
| ” O-
s |
Phoenix Pipe & Supply, Inc. .
102 Air Industrial Park Road ma’qﬂf
Grenada, Mississippi I 4 o
719 Air Industrial Park Road
Toll Free:  800-563-0042 | Grenada. MS 38901
Phone: 662-229-0042 . 662-2é6-6216
Fax: 662-229-0044 I
Ductile Iron Pipe & Fittings, PVC Pipe & Fittings, -
Steel & Galvanized Pipe & Fittings, Meters and Boxes, | METAL SALES’
Safety and Construction Supplies, Blades, . MACHINI NG, WELDI NG,
Manhole Rings & Covers | &
|
I

WACO Construction Company, Inc.
P.O. Box 640

26378 Highway 8 East

Grenada, MS 38902

Website: www.waco-eng.com

Phone: (662) 226-5302

Fax: (662) 226-3002
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