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“If we had no winter, the spring would not be so
pleasant: if we did not sometimes taste of

adversity, prosperity would not be so welcome.”
Anne Bradstreet
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From the Boardroom...

Chopin, Louisiana
November 27, 2006

Today is Monday, and several of us are back at
work here in our project office in Louisiana. The
Thanksgiving holiday has now come and gone and
it’s back to business as usual.

I hope all of you enjoyed a very pleasant and
restful holiday and took full advantage of the time
to contemplate the many blessings we enjoy each
and every day, and to give thanks to our Creator
for His benevolence and bounty. The act of
thanksgiving is something we should all practice
more frequently. We do have so very much for
which to be thankful.

Thanksgiving, as a tradition, has been a part of the
fabric of our country almost from the very
beginning. We are told that, although not at that
time bearing the official name “Thanksgiving” the
colonial observance of the event began with the
Pilgrims, way back in the year 1623, and possibly
even before.

The menu for that first Thanksgiving was dictated
by the available grains, vegetables, and wild game.
We are told from historical accounts that venison
and wild turkey were in abundance in the early
1600s. Turkey has since that time been an annual
element of the traditional Thanksgiving meal.

The Pilgrims, having brought remembrance of an
annual harvest festival with them when they
crossed the Atlantic to the New World, joined with
Native American neighbors and introduced the
tradition to these shores, celebrating and
professing their thanks for a bountiful harvest.

During the ensuing years since 1623, tradition and
the overt suggestion of various Presidents and acts
of Congress have kept the observance in this
country alive, though observance dates have varied
widely over the years.

In the year 1863, during the Civil War, then
President Lincoln, as many presidents before him,
proclaimed a national day of thanksgiving to be
held on the last Thursday of November. Though a
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new proclamation was required each year up until
1939, since 1863 Thanksgiving Day has been an
annual event in the United States.

Formerly looked upon as a time of humble giving of
thanks, a marked change in attitude toward the
significance of Thanksgiving Day was expressed in
1939. Following the “Great Depression”, President
Roosevelt issued a proclamation which officially
changed the observance of Thanksgiving from the
last Thursday of November to the next to last
Thursday of November.

The reason? As it was at that time considered
grossly improper to advertise Christmas goods for
sale prior to Thanksgiving, President Roosevelt
simply decided to move Thanksgiving. He changed
the day in order to provide merchants with one more
week during which to market their Christmas stores.
The stated goal was to help the nation’s recovery
from the depression. Bottom line then, and now,
was all about the dollars.

Finally, in 1941, Congress passed a bill signed by
the President mandating that a national day of
thanksgiving be observed annually on the fourth
Thursday of November. As you know,
Thanksgiving Day now sometimes falls on the next
to last Thursday and sometimes the last Thursday.

No matter the date, today the dollar conscious
observance of thanksgiving continues.
Thanksgiving Day has become “Turkey Day.” A
national time of giving of thanks has, over the
generations, become a feast followed by football. A
national time of humility and gratitude to our
Creator for the countless blessings he has bestowed
upon us has devolved into a time to vegetate in front
of our TV sets.

Thanksgiving Day has become simply a trigger for
the outset of the Christmas shopping season. As was
the case in 1939, the Christmas shopping season is
considered so vitally important to merchants that the
first day after Thanksgiving has now become
universally known as “Black Friday”.

I’m told this is because Christmas purchases
comprise such an inordinately large portion of every
merchant’s annual sales that this is considered for
many to be the first truly profitable sales day of the
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year, or the day their books are finally “in the
black.”

The rest of the year’s work simply pays the overhead
and keeps the lights on, while Christmas sales
determine the economic success, or failure, of the
entire year and is used by economists and political
strategists as a primary barometer of the entire U. S.
economy, not to mention the performance of those in
political power.

Times have changed since that first American
Thanksgiving so long ago when the Pilgrim Fathers
and their Native American friends shared a harvest
meal of venison and wild turkey.

For instance, turkeys donated by the National
Turkey Federation and arriving at the White House
for Thanksgiving now routinely receive full
presidential “pardons” and are then flown, first class
mind you, to live out the rest of their lives on a
corporate farm in California.

Can you imagine traveling from Washington D.C.
all the way to California during the holidays and
being required to share a cabin on an airliner with a
live turkey? Not me. But then, I can’t imagine
having to share an airliner, or the entire world, with
some of the elected “turkeys” we have leaving
Washington D. C. for their homes during the
holidays anyway.

One of the things I’'m most thankful this holiday
season is that the mid-term elections are finally over.
It was an interesting election, but one I’'m not sorry
to see pass. Once again, an entire national election
and the future path for our nation were decided not
on the basis of better ideas and new-found
commitment and resolve. This year even more so.

This year the Democrats won control of both the
House and the Senate with absolutely no platform.
The Democrats won, yet brought no new ideas, no
new direction, and no new plan. They didn’t tell us
who they were. They only resolutely maintained
they were “not the Republicans.”

And it worked. Their strategy worked. Sadly it
worked. I say it’s sad not because we now have
Democratic control of both houses of government. |
call it sad because it is apparent the Republicans lost
the elections because they were also “not the
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Republicans.” At least not the Republicans they
claimed to be when they were running for office
not too many months past.

What happened to the lofty goals? What became
of the high principles espoused? What was done
to promote virtue, morality, decency? Did they
forget? Have we?

As in the case of Thanksgiving observances, we’ve
admittedly come a long way. But I fear it is
evident we’ve lost a lot in the manner of who we
are as a people along the way, and over the years.

I, like I’'m sure most all of you, would very much
prefer a system whereby the President’s turkey is
eaten instead of pardoned, and the turkeys we’ve
elected to government office actually perform in
some semblance of the manner of their pre-
election promises. We would all like that very
much. We would all like very much, on a national
level, to on occasion from the highest levels of our
government hear the words “We thank you,
Almighty God.”

Unfortunately, what we hear instead is...
“Attention, Wal-Mart shoppers...”

Happy Thanksgiving, and God help us.

C. Wayne Roberts

HAPPY
ANNIVERSARNY

December Anniversaries

Willie Banks 1 yr.
Walter Rushing 1 yr.
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Naga Akkireddi Nathan Gaskin Charles Lyons Marc Rachal
Dave Anderson Hector Gonzalez William Majors Sammy Rachal
Michael Ashlock James Graham T’Shaka Manning Joseph Ramey
Jonathan Barfield Marvin Hammond Fernando Martin Octavio Rivera
Marlon Berguin Vernon Hampton, Jr. Michael Martin Tommy Rogers
William Black James Harper Jack McCabe Gerald Romar
Brandon Bradford Mike Hartley Ryan McClure Brenda Sagely
Hafir Careaga Matthew Harvey Jonathan Miller Kathyleen Sagely
Antonio Carrillo William Hawthorne Alvin Moses Ervey Santos
Nolan Causey Michael Hooks, II Gerardo Munoz Derrick Sapp
Patrick Clark Lakendric Jackson Richard Neal Dexter Sapp
Harvey Coleman, Jr. Steven Jenkins Vernon Neal Kevin Sapp
Gregory Dagenhart Richard Jett Daniel Pate Robert Schaeffer
John Dingler Demetrius Johnson Ronny Pate, Jr. Larry Self
Jorge Dominguez James Johnson Melvin Payton Kyle Smith
Anthony Duff Pydi Babu Karuku Cesar Pena Michael Smith
Jason Edwards Samuel Kendall Dewayne Persley Richard Smith
Billy Evans, Jr. Phillip Langley Thang Duc Phung William Smith
Francisco Silva F Jared Leach Rakeem Pierce Kevin Tran
Tadeo Garza Sherri Lipsey John Pingelton Randy Wiggins
Veronica Garza Jimmy Lovel Christopher Posey William Wren

Matias Gullien Dec. 01 Melquides Vargas  Dec. 10 Thang Duc Phung  Dec. 17
Mike Hartley Dec. 01 Tori Allen Dec. 11 Mitch Costilow Dec. 18
Nathan McDonald  Dec. 05 Craig C. Sapp Dec. 11 John A. Duren Dec. 19
Rusbel Garcia Dec. 05 Tadeo Garza Dec. 11 A. R. McKinney Dec. 19
Javier Rivera Dec. 05 Sherri Lipsey Dec. 13 Brenda Sagely Dec. 20
Kenneth Walker Dec. 05 Lucino Villanueva  Dec. 13 Greg Dagenhart Dec. 21
Leonel Galaviz Dec. 06 David York Dec. 13 Eliazar Garcia Dec. 21
John Dingler Dec. 06 Ashley Braxton Dec. 14 Willie Lumas Dec. 23
Melecio Lopez Dec. 07 David Hankins Dec. 14 Luke McCardle Dec. 23
Valdemar Pena Dec. 07 Chester Mosley Dec. 14 Mark Collins Dec. 27
Gerald C. Romar Dec. 07 Octavio Rivera Dec. 14 Joel S. Bridges Dec. 28
Karl Grubb Dec. 08 Silberio Hernandez  Dec. 16 Johnny Graham Dec. 29
Gregario Garcia Dec. 10 Johnny Bledsoe Dec. 17 Sabino Jiminez O Dec. 30

|
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“FAMILY APPRALS

November 12, 2006
8lbs. 80z.
20"
Proud Parents:
Mack & Tina Costilow

F WO @7

Ethan, the son of Larry and Amber Howell, is a
6’2 junior football player for the Kirk Raiders.
Although Ethan’s year started with a set back,
that has not stopped him from performing well
this season. During the summer, Ethan’s lung
collapsed. At first he was told he wouldn’t be
able to play football. However, after having
missed the beginning of the season, Ethan was
able to return to the team as a Tight End.

The Raiders are the North Region AA State
Champs and are playing November 30™ for the
State Championship.

WE ARE PROUD OF
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WACO Employees Worked
EXTENSION CORD SAFETY 2,637 Days

864,933 Hours
Without a Lost Time Accident

Since our last lost time accident on
Safety Scorecard August 2, 2006
WACO Employees have safely worked

108 Days
238,209 Hours

Remember Safety First!!!!
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In this months installment of Tech Talk I want to

introduce you to just one of the many wonderful uses of I would get back the following on my cell phone.

GOOGLE (www.google.com). o
(1/2)Local Listings:
What is Google you say? Google is a search engine much ~ Hiome Depot
7260 Interstate Dr

like MSN or Yahoo. It is rated the #1 search engine, and
has quite a bit of other uses as well. You can find out Horn Lake, 38637

about all of the features here 662-349-6080 C
http://www.google.com/intl/en/options/ .

Home Depot

The one I will focus on in this newsletter edition is the 7740 Craft Goodman Frontage Rd
Google SMS. Olive Branch, 38654
662-890-9470

Many of you that use cell phones are familiar with SMS or
short message system many refer to as “text messaging”.
With Google SMS you can text Google with a query and
Google will text you back with the results.

You can give it a try on the web here:
http://www.google.com/intl/en_us/mobile/sms/

To use this feature of Google simply text message your Requirements: Text messaging-enabled mobile device
search query to with a text messaging plan. This service is free from

46645 ('GOOGL' on most devices) and they will text Google but charges from your carrier for usage may

message back the results. apply. , , . .
Google SMS works on all major mobile providers in the

US, including Alltel, Cincinnati Bell, Cingular, Dobson,
Nextel, Sprint PCS, T-Mobile, US Cellular, Verizon,
and Virgin Mobile.

This is much like the old 411 phone system only it’s faster
and free.

For example if I wanted to find out where Home Depot _ _
was in Southaven, Ms, I would send a text to 46645 and Mitch Costilow, MCSA

enter - Home Depot Southaven, Ms - and press send and Network Administrator
._____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Before you step on a ladder, you must understand ladder safety. You owe it to
yourself and your loved ones not to gamble with your life; but every time you step
onto a ladder you’re betting your life on its integrity and your knowledge.

Here are some steps you can take to stack the odds in your favor:

Remember............... SAFETY FIRST!

B Choose the right type of ladder for the task.

B Use wood or fiberglass ladders when working near electrical lines.

M Keep all types of ladders at least 10 feet away from power lines.

B Handle all ladders carefully. A large ladder can be tricky to handle. Don’t
hesitate to ask for help.

B Inspect ladders for cracked or broken parts before each use.

M Remove defective ladders from service immediately.

M Wood ladders should be inspected frequently for damage or deterioration.
M Keep the areas around the top and bottom of a ladder clear to avoid tripping
hazards and falling objects.

B Be sure to set a ladder on solid footing before attempting to climb.

B Never lean a stepladder against a wall.

B When using a straight or extension ladder, be sure to use the four to one (4:1)
ratio, which means that for every four feet in height, you move the base out one
foot.

M Take special care when ascending and descending a ladder; always face the
ladder.

M When climbing a ladder, make sure both of your hands are free so you can
firmly grip the side rails.

B Never stand on the top of a ladder.

M Make sure your ladder extends 36 above the landing.

B Don’t use ladders horizontally as platforms, runways, or scaffolds.

B Store ladders securely and protect them from weather when they are not in use.
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SAFE TODAY, HERE TOMORROW!

Wet Taps

CUSTOM FABRICATION
MUNICIPAL & INDUSTRIAL PIPING AND

SUPPLIES

|
| ” O-
s |
Phoenix Pipe & Supply, Inc. .
&C ) * 1 CORPOS,
Grenada, Mississippi I 4 o
719 Air Industrial Park Road
Toll Free:  800-563-0042 | Grenada. MS 38901
Phone: 662-229-0042 . 662-2é6-6216
Fax: 662-229-0044 I
Ductile Iron Pipe & Fittings, PVC Pipe & Fittings, -
Steel & Galvanized Pipe & Fittings, Meters and Boxes, | METAL SALES’
Safety and Construction Supplies, Blades, . MACHINI NG, WELDI NG,
Manhole Rings & Covers | &
|
I

WACO Construction Company, Inc.
P.O. Box 640

26378 Highway 8 East

Grenada, MS 38902

Website: www.waco-eng.com

Phone: (662) 226-5302

Fax: (662) 226-3002
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