
       Volume 9, Issue 12                                                              WACO Construction Company, Inc.                                              1                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

  

     

HardHat Herald 
The Voice of WACO 

VOLUME 9, ISSUE 12            DECEMBER, 2006 
 

 

   1And it came to pass in those days, that there went 
out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be taxed.    2(And this taxing was first made 
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  3And all went to 
be taxed, every one into his own city.   4And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:)   5To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, 
being great with child.   6And so it was, that, while they 
were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered.  7And she brought forth her 
firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger; because there was no room 
for them in the inn.    8And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night.    9And, lo, the angel of the 
Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid.  10And the 
angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
   11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12And this 

shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.    13And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,   14Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men. 15And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one 
to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known 
unto us.   16And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.   17And when they had 
seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.   18And all they that heard it 
wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.   19But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in 
her heart.   20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it 
was told unto them.   21And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called 
JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.            Luke 2:1-21 
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Boardroom 

Chopin, Louisiana 

December 18, 2006 

 

How in the world did this happen?  Again.  This 

wasn’t my intent, but here we are again.   

 

Like baseball great Yogi Berra once said, “This is 

like Deja Vu all over again.”  I always liked Yogi 

Berra, his interesting slant on life, and his amazingly 

insightful and wise, but humorously twisted 

comments. 

 

I’m sure you remember Yogi Berra, and you are 

probably familiar with many of the quotes attributed 

to him.  But, just in case you are not, here are a few.  

Enjoy. 

 

• “You can observe a lot just by watching.” 

• “If you don’t know where you are going, you 

will wind up somewhere else.” 

• “If you can’t imitate him, don’t copy him.” 

• “Baseball is 90% mental, the other half is 

physical.” 

• “A nickel isn’t worth a dime today.” 

• “The other teams could make trouble for us if 

they win.” 

 

Anyway, I’m sitting here at my desk this morning 

contemplating the fact that Christmas is fast upon us 

once again, and I’ve not yet gotten Mrs. Trisha a 

gift.  Wasn’t it just last month that we celebrated the 

new year?  It has to be that only a few weeks ago we 

were celebrating Independence Day.  Or was it 

Labor Day? 

 

How could it be Christmas time already?  Where has 

the year gone?  I’ve noticed that the older I get, the 

more quickly time seems to pass.  Based upon how 

quickly time seems to pass now at this stage in my 

life, I must be getting older much more quickly than 

I thought I was.   

 

It wasn’t always this way.  When I was young time 

didn’t move nearly this quickly.  When I was twelve 

or thirteen I thought the weeks crawled by at half 

snail’s pace.  School days, let alone the school years, 

were an interminable lifetime with spring and fall 

breaks the only brief interludes to enjoy the world 

outside the classroom windows.   

 

The age at which I could finally qualify for a 

driver’s license seemed somewhere way off in the 

far distant future.  High School graduation was a 

lifetime away.  It seemed to me then that time would 

never pass.   

 

Or, so I thought.  Turns out, I was wrong.  Time did 

pass.  I got the driver’s license and accepted the 

responsibility that came with it.  Graduation came, 

and went.  College classes, work, family, weeks 

became years.  Marriage to Mrs. Trisha, starting a 

business, children born, raised, and educated.  Busy 

all the time, night and day. 

 

Suddenly, the years that formerly crept oh so slowly 

somehow grew wings and flew.  I don’t know when 

it happened.  I just woke up one morning and my 

little children had children of their own, and I was a 

balding, pot-bellied, gray-headed grandfather.  It’s 

been a grand ride though, and Mrs. Trisha and I have 

seen some changes along this road we’ve traveled 

together.   

 

One of my favorite Yogi –isms is “If you come to a 

fork in the road, take it.”  We’ve seen quite a few 

forks in our road, in our lives, Mrs. Trisha and I.  A 

lot of changes have taken place.  Some of the forks 

in our road have taken us to places which were 

admittedly not completely pleasant.   

 

But, for the most part, I’ll have to admit the roads of 

life, and all the forks we’ve taken, have been pretty 

good to the both of us.  We have been blessed, and 

continue to be as today we have arrived at yet 

another one of those forks in the road.   

 

Over the course of the past dozen years or so, I’ve 

made no secret at all of the fact that, at some point, 

ownership of WACO would pass to Karl Grubb.  

This was the agreement I made with Karl when he 

first came to us over a dozen years ago as a brilliant 

young engineer and surveyor, just then starting his 

career, and his family.   

 

I tell everyone that Karl is one of the three smartest 

people I know.  He is also one of the hardest 

working, most honorable, and most courageous 

people I know.  Karl has been, from the very 

beginning and in every way, my strong right hand, 

my partner, and my friend.  And he has become to 

me, just as surely as if he had been born to us, my 

From the Boardroom… 
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son.  

 

That time has now come.  We’ve reached that point, 

that fork in the road.  Last week we signed the final 

papers.  Mrs. Trisha and I have transferred all 

WACO companies stock to Karl Grubb.  Today, you 

and I, all of us together who work for WACO, now 

work for Karl Grubb.   

 

I couldn’t be more pleased.  And I couldn’t be more 

completely confident that the future of WACO, and 

the collective futures of every one of our fellow 

associates, is in good, and imminently very capable, 

hands.  Karl has a great vision for the future of 

WACO, and a solid plan in place to get there. 

 

As for Mrs. Trisha and I, well, we have plans too.  

Mrs. Trisha plans on retiring, on going home to do 

the grandmother thing.  I plan to spend more time 

hunting, fishing, golfing, and visiting friends and 

clients across the United States.  Both of us plan to 

take some time off and do a little traveling.   

 

We want to visit some of the places we’ve heard 

about but never had the time to see.  We want to see 

the Grand Canyon, Mt. Rushmore, Yellowstone, the 

giant redwoods in California.   

 

We both want to visit some of those nice places 

we’ve heard of and to stay in some of those nice 

resorts like Yogi Berra was probably talking about 

when he said, “The towels were so thick there that I 

could hardly close my suitcase.”  (In his defense, 

Yogi Berra Yogi is also attributed to have said, “I 

didn’t really say everything I said.”)  When someone 

asks me the time, I want to be like Yogi and say, 

“Do you mean now?” 

 

It’s an exciting time, for Mrs. Trisha and I and I’m 

sure for all of us.  Time for a new beginning.  It’s 

time for this transition.  It’s time for Karl to take the 

reins.  Besides all that, it’s Christmas time.  Time to 

reflect upon the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 

God’s only begotten son, and the new beginning He 

provides for all who trust in Him.   

 

And, it’s time to get busy and get Mrs. Trisha a gift.  

I mentioned to the guys in the supervisor’s meeting 

the other day that I needed suggestions for her gift 

this year.  Several suggestions were offered.  Good 

suggestions too.  My brother, Terry probably had the 

best suggestion.  He said, “Get her a lay-off slip.  

That’s the only thing she’s asked for.” 

 

Maybe I will.  Maybe that’s enough.  At least maybe 

it’s a good start.   

 

I have to go.  Christmas is almost here.  Soon 

Christmas 2006 too will be past and we’ll again 

wonder where the time went.  But for now, I still have 

a little more time.  Surely I have a little more time.  

After all, like Yogi said, “It ain’t over till it’s over.” 

 

Merry Christmas from Mrs. Trisha and me. 

 

 

 

C. Wayne Roberts 
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Gerardo Munoz  Jan. 06 
Mitchell Jones  Jan. 08 
Kolbey Smith  Jan. 10 
Suzanne Thomas Jan. 10 
Dennis Loggins  Jan. 11 
Norman Richerson Jan. 11 
Walter Rushing  Jan. 11 
Gregory Baines  Jan. 14 
Robert Hill  Jan. 14 
Bobby Hickman  Jan. 15 
Bobby Dunn  Jan. 16 
Denies Evans  Jan. 16 

Billy Glover  Jan. 16 

Jorge Dominguez Jan. 17 
Alphonzo Randle  Jan. 17 
Vernon Hampton, Jr Jan. 18 
Anthony McDonald Jan. 18 
Pat Baker  Jan. 19 
Raul Briseno  Jan. 19 
Robert LeBaron  Jan. 21 
Fernando Pineda, Jr. Jan. 22 
Francisco Jaimes Jan. 23 
Derek Birely  Jan. 27 
Ken Goodson  Jan. 27 
Dontriel Pippen  Jan. 27 
Julio Saenz  Jan. 28 
 

DECEMBER 

Willie Banks   1 yr 

Walter Rushing  1 yr 

 

JANUARY 
Arnold Anderson 1 yr 

Felix Arreola  1 yr 

Joel Arreola  1 yr 

Raul Briseno  1 yr 

Genaro Cantu  1 yr 

Guadalupe Cantu 1 yr 

Mario Cantu  1 yr 

Ronald Cook  1 yr 

Michael Deramus 1 yr 

Claude Duren  1 yr 

Charles Finklea 1 yr 

Dewarren Finley 1 yr 
 

Billy Glover  1 yr 

David Hankins 1 yr 

Tim Lewis  1 yr 

Lovell McCalpin 1 yr 

Nathan McDonald 1 yr 

Enrique Mora  1 yr 

Glen Neal  1 yr 

Ricardo Salinas 1 yr 

Michael Stokes 1 yr 

Gene Turner  3 yr 

David Ulloa  1 yr 

Otis Williams  1 yr 
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Laura Britney Giles, daughter of Mark and  
Pam Giles of Grenada, MS, has been accepted 
into the Delta State University School of Nursing 
Baccalaureate Program.  She will begin her 
studies in January 2007 with plans to achieve  
her goal and see her dream come true in the  
spring of 2009. The  DSU School of Nursing  
mission is “to prepare students for professional 
nursing practice in a multicultural society as 
either a generalist at the Baccalaureate level or 
as an advanced practitioner of nursing at the  
Master’s level.”  Laura completed 22 hours this  
semester at Holmes Community College, 
Grenada campus, with a 3.8 GPA in order to  
complete the pre-requisites to enter the program 
at DSU.  With her loving and humble spirit, as well as her knowledge in the 
field of nursing, Laura will be a wonderful nurse. 
 

 

  

CONGRATS TO: 

 

ETHAN HOWEL 

 

KILLED HIS FIRST DEER  

 

NOV. 18
, 
2006!! 
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Raymundo Alvarado 

Ganeswara Arili 

Christopher Bannister 

Antonio Brown 

Thomas Cochran 

John Coggins 

Leo Collins 

Robert Davis II 

Bobby  Dunn 

Elliot Etier 

Levie Green 

Johnny Hamm 

Jeffrey Henson 

Calvin Hubbard 

 

EXTENSION CORD SAFETY 

 
The color for the month of 

December is  
RED 
 

Safety Scorecard 

 
All extension cords are to be 
inspected each month.  Each 
month has a different color 
tape.  Be sure your extension 
cords are inspected. 
 
Your Safety is very important to 
us.  Keep up the good work!!! 
 

 

 

NEW HIRES 

Christopher Kirkland 

John Cody Laird 

John Felix Laird 

Patrick Laird 

Robert LeBaron 

Edward McClure 

Tyler McCoy 

Michael Miller 

Kevin Nelson 

Daniel Pate 

Brandon Pollard 

Hank Ready, Jr 

Kristopher Reagan 

James Roberson 

Fred Robinson 

Darrell Rushton 

Narasimha Seelam 

Clint Shelton 

Joshua Sinclair 

Kolbey Smith 

James Swayzer 

Chris Turner 

James Turner 

Valras Welborn, Jr. 
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LOCKOUT/TAGOUT: CONTROLLING HAZARDOUS ENERGY 

 

“Lockout/tagout” refers to safety practices and procedures designed to prevent injuries and 

deaths cased by the unexpected activation of machinery and equipment, or the release of other 

hazardous energy while workers perform maintenance, repairs, cleaning, adjusting, or 

servicing activities.  Lockout involves using a security device or lock to prevent the 

unintentional startup of equipment.  Tagout is the practice of using tags to make workers 

aware that equipment should not be energized until the lock and tag are removed. 

 

Before working on, repairing, adjusting, or replacing machinery or equipment, notify affected 

employees that it will be out of service.  Shut down the machinery or equipment following the 

appropriate procedures.  Remember that different equipment may have different procedures.  

Place switches to the “off” position.  Isolate all energy control devices:  disconnect electricity; 

block moving parts; release stored energy; drain and bleed lines; block, vent, and drain fluid 

lines; disconnect pneumatic lines; and lower suspended parts to their rest positions. 

 

Place a lock on all energy sources and isolation devices.  Verify isolation.   Check voltage on 

circuits.  Check pressure on gauges and fluid lines.  Attempt to start the equipment the 

equipment or activate the system in the normal manner and from all control points.  Then, 

return all control devices to the “off” or neutral position.  Remember that if more that one 

person is assigned to a task requiring lockout/tagout, each of them must place his or her own 

lock and tag on each energy-isolating device. 

 

Once the task is finished, it is time to reverse your steps.  Only the person who performed the 

lockout/tagout procedures is allowed to remove the lock and tag.  Before a lock or tag is 

removed and the energy is restored, the work area should be inspected.  Make sure everyone 

is accounted for, all guards are replaced, and all tools and materials are out of the way. 

 

 

SAFETY REMINDER……………WHEN IT DOUBT,  LOCK IT OUT! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
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SAFE TODAY, HERE TOMORROW! 

 

Phoenix Pipe & Supply, Inc. 
102 Air Industrial Park Road 

Grenada, Mississippi 

 

Toll Free: 800-563-0042 

Phone:            662-229-0042 

Fax:                662-229-0044   

 

Ductile Iron Pipe & Fittings, PVC Pipe & Fittings, 

Steel & Galvanized Pipe & Fittings, Meters and Boxes, 

Safety and Construction Supplies, Blades, 

 Manhole Rings & Covers 

Wet Taps 

 

MUNICIPAL & INDUSTRIAL PIPING AND 

SUPPLIES 

 

 

719 Air Industrial Park Road 

Grenada, MS  38901 

662-226-6216 

 

METAL SALES, 

MACHINING, WELDING, 

& 

CUSTOM FABRICATION 

 

WACO Construction Company, Inc. 
P.O. Box 640 

26378 Highway 8 East 

Grenada, MS  38902 

Website:  www.waco-eng.com 

Phone:  (662) 226-5302 

Fax:  (662) 226-3002 
 


