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God’s Valentine Gift
God’s Valentine gift of love to us
Was not a bunch of flowers;
It wasn’t candy, or a book
To while away the hours.

His gift was to become a man,
So He could freely give
His sacrificial love for us,

So you and I could live.

He gave us sweet salvation, and
Instruction, good and true--
To love our friends and enemies
And love our Savior, too.

So as we give our Valentines,
Let’s thank our Lord and King;
The reason we have love to give
Is that He gave everything.
By Joanna Fuchs
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From the Boardroom...

The photos above were copied from Associated Press reports.

Yesterday was Super Bowl Sunday. The Chicago
Bears and the Indianapolis Colts met in Miami for
Super Bowl XLI. The temperature was just short of a
balmy seventy degrees for this Super Bowl, but the
weather was far from cooperative.

I, along with most of the free world I suppose, watched
on television as the Colts and the Bears literally swam
back and forth across the screen, and up and down the
field, both teams intent upon gaining and keeping some
advantage, or at least being able to keep their feet
underneath them and to hold onto the ball through a
continuous driving rain storm.

Some news reports and commentaries I’ve heard and
read this morning would lead one to think the game
lacked excitement and drama. I couldn’t disagree
more. | found the game completely exciting, for a lot
of reasons.

The weather certainly had an impact on the game. |
don’t know when I’ve seen a game with as many
fumbles and turn-overs. The ball was just too wet to
get a grip on. You never knew when to expect the ball

to simply squirt out of someone’s hands. And, when it
did, it became a very slippery thing to try to get a
handle on.

Last week, everyone on the news was touting the
Peyton Manning aspect of the game. Here in
Mississippi, we were interested in that as well. After
all, Peyton is Archie’s son. And Archie is still
considered a hero around Ole Miss where, just like
during his time with the New Orleans Saints, Archie
played above the level of the rest of the team. [ don’t
know of many who have risen so high and received so
many accolades while playing for teams with losing
records. Go figure.

But the thing that made the Super Bowl “super” for
me was not the fact that a Manning had made it to the
Super Bowl. That was good. I was pleased to see it.
It was too long coming. No, the thing that stood out
for me, the thing that made the Super Bowl “Super”,
was after the game as the Colt’s owner and head coach
received the Lombardi Trophy.

The Lombardi Trophy, as I’m sure everyone knows, is
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named after legendary Green Bay football coach
Vince Lombardi. Lombardi was a great coach, a big
man, a larger than life individual who demanded
excellence, accepted no excuses, allowed no slackards,
and took no prisoners.

Lombardi demanded action, immediate action.
Lombardi once said, “If you aren’t fired with
enthusiasm, you’ll be fired with enthusiasm.”
Lombardi was a real motivator. A real man. Former
player and Pro Football Hall of Fame-er, Forrest
Gregg said of him, “When Lombardi said ‘Sit down,’
we didn’t look for a chair.”

Lombardi was a hero to a lot of folks, in football, in
the business world as well, and in life. Having never
played football, I find myself in the last two groups.
On the wall in the main hallway of our engineering
offices, I keep a framed likeness of Coach Lombardi,
along with excerpts of some of his speeches. 1 enjoy
stopping from time to time to re-read what Coach
Lombardi had to say. Lombardi was legend.

Another coach of legendary proportions was on the
field this week. This past Sunday night [ was
privileged to see and hear Coach Tony Dungy, very
quietly, very humbly, and on behalf of his team, and as
champions of Super Bowl XLI, accept the Vince
Lombardi Trophy from Colt’s owner, Jim Irsay.

Tony Dungy, in accepting the Lombardi Trophy,
acknowledged the fact that, for the first time in
history, both Super Bowl teams were led by African-
American coaches. Then he did something that might
be considered a bit unorthodox by those who might
not know him well.

On national — make that world-wide - television, and
before an audience of almost one hundred million
television viewers and a capacity stadium crowd,
Coach Tony Dungy went on to say that the important
thing was not that both coaches were black, but that
both coaches are Christians.

What a witness! At a time in history when it is
perfectly acceptable and politically correct to take pot
shots at Christians, to abuse and ridicule men of faith
in Christ, Coach Dungy took a bold stand for Christ,
and in so doing he stood head and shoulders above
most all of those who ever preceded him. Tony
Dungy is a man. A real man.

Coach Dungy left Florida in 2001 after having
been fired from his post with the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers. He left Florida again, just a little
over two years ago, after coming to bury his
oldest son, James.

Both times Coach Dungy left Florida with his
head down. He was out, but Coach Dungy never
allowed himself to be defeated. I’'m preparing
another spot on the wall in our engineering
department.

Wonder if you can guess who it’s for.

C. Wayne Roberts
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WACO Employees Worked
+,# (
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Without a Lost Time Accident

Since our last lost time accident on
August 2, 2006
WACO Employees have safely worked

185 Days
348,413 Hours

Remember Safety First!!!!
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The color for the month of
February is
White

*

All extension cords are to be
inspected each month. Each
month has a different color
tape. Be sure your extension
cords are inspected.

Your Safety is very important to
us. Keep up the good work!!!

Bradley Coutee
Cesar Alejandro Flores
Albert Garrison
Barry Hebert
James David Jarrett, Sr.
Jerry Jordan
Johnnie R. Laird
Leroy Lucas
Nathan Poche
Dennis Smith
William Smith
Leigh Vold
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This question doesn’t come up very often, but has a time or
two, so let’s try and summarize this a bit and come to an
general answer.

In the early ‘90s when the first CD-R disc was introduced
manufacturers said the media had a data life in excess of 40
years. In the late 90s when the first DVDR discs appeared on
the scene producers proclaimed a data life of at least 100
years. Throughout that time and even today the press will
"discover" that the media is susceptible to CD or DVD rot
that will eat your information — audio, video or data — in as
little as two years after it is written.

Since CD’s and DVD'’s are used to archive nearly everything
today, it does make you worry. Especially when these discs
are the only place you have precious, irreplaceable family
memories — photos and movies — as well as vital family,
personal and company data/documents.

Most people who burn a disc without producing a coaster
believe they have quality media. Unfortunately that only tells
you the disc will be compatible (able to be played) in the vast
majority of CD or DVD players. More importantly all better
quality CD and DVD burners include technology called
overburn/underburn protection making coaster production a
thing of the past. The basic construction of the two
technologies enable you to burn your data in a very precise,
very controlled manner

There are only two foolproof ways of proving the data life of
the discs you use:

Write a few CD or DVDRs, then wait about 25-50 years and
check if they still hold the correct data

Use a CD/DVD analyzer that is specially designed to retrieve
very accurate information about your media and your data
after accelerated aging in test chambers where the discs are
subjected to excessive temperature and humidity tests

The first is impractical. However, some of the first discs
produced and written to in Japan still have the data intact.
The second provides only theoretical limits and doesn’t take
into consideration how you use, handle and store the media.
However, assuming proper handling, chart D illustrates how
temperature and humidity can affect the data life of quality
media.

Between the CD-R discs produced in the early 80s to today’s
double layer DVD+R discs and throughout the brief optical

Mitch Costilow, MCSA
Network Adminstrator

industry there has been considerable progress in write
performance, capacity, quality and obviously price.

Following the test procedures of the International
Standards Organization (ISO) quality media
manufacturers have been able to document data life-spans
ranging from 50-200 years. But keep in mind there are
wide differences between low budget media operations
and quality media firms. In addition variations in
manufacturing methods, materials and
processes/procedures can dramatically effect the data life
of the media you use.

Believe it or not YOU are the greatest danger to the data
longevity of your personal, family and business
information that is stored on CD and DVD. Direct
exposure to sunlight and intense heat can do dramatic
damage. Rapid changes in temperature and humidity can
stress the materials. Gravity can bend and stress the
discs. Fingerprints and smudges can do more damage
than scratches.

But by following a few Do’s and Don’ts you can ensure
your precious family and friend pictures, movies, family
records and business files have the maximum data life.
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Handle discs by the outer edge or the center hole

Use a non solvent-based felt-tip permanent marker to
mark the label side of the disc

Keep dirt or other foreign matter from the disc

Store discs upright (book style) in original jewel cases
that are specified for CDs and DVDs

Return discs to their jewel cases immediately after use
Leave discs in their spindle or jewel case to minimize the
effects of environmental changes

Remove the shrink wrap only when you are ready to
record data on the disc

Store in a cool, dry, dark environment in which the air is
clean

Remove dirt, foreign material, fingerprints, smudges, and
liquids by wiping with a clean cotton fabric in a straight
line from the center of the disc toward the outer edge
Check the disc surface before recording
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Touch the surface of the disc

Bend the disc

Store discs horizontally for a long time (years)

Open a recordable optical disc package if you are not
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Tech Talk cont.

ready to record

Expose discs to extreme heat or high humidity

Expose discs to extreme rapid temperature or humidity changes

Expose recordable discs to prolonged sunlight or other sources of UV light
Write or mark in the data area of the disc (area where the laser "reads")
Clean in a circular direction around the disc.

In my opinion I believe that CD and DVD media should last up to 50 years.
To be safe I usually re-burn the data CD’s every two years and discard the old ones just to be fresh.

LADDER SAFETY

Before you step on a ladder, you must understand ladder safety. You owe it to yourself and
your loved ones not to gamble with your life; but every time you step onto a ladder you’re
betting your life on its integrity and your knowledge.

Here are some steps you can take to stack the odds in your favor:

M Choose the right type of ladder for the task.

1 Use wood or fiberglass ladders when working near electrical lines.

i Keep all types of ladders at least 10 feet away from power lines.

i Handle all ladders carefully. A large ladder can be tricky to handle. Don’t hesitate to
ask for help.

i1 Inspect ladders for cracked or broken parts before each use.

i Remove defective ladders from service immediately.

i Wood ladders should be inspected frequently for damage or deterioration.

M Keep the areas around the top and bottom of a ladder clear to avoid tripping hazards
and falling objects.

i Be sure to set a ladder on solid footing before attempting to climb.

i Never lean a stepladder against a wall.

i When using a straight or extension ladder, be sure to use the four to one (4:1) ratio,
which means that for every four feet in height, you move the base out one foot.

i Take special care when ascending and descending a ladder; always face the ladder.
i When climbing a ladder, make sure both of your hands are free so you can firmly grip
the side rails.

¥ Never stand on the top of a ladder.

i Make sure your ladder extends 36” above the landing.

i Don’t use ladders horizontally as platforms, runways, or scaffolds.

i Store ladders securely and protect them from weather when they are not in use.
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SAFE TODAY, HERE TOMORROW!
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CUSTOM FABRICATION
MUNICIPAL & INDUSTRIAL PIPING AND
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WACO Construction Company, Inc.
P.0. Box 640

26378 Highway 8 East

Grenada, MS 38902

Website: www.waco-eng.com

Phone: (662) 226-5302

Fax: (662) 226-3002




